
CALIFORNIA RACE TO THE TOP – EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE (RTT–ELC)  
CONTINUOUS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PATHWAYS  

 
CORE TOOLS & RESOURCES1 

 
CORE I: CHILD DEVELOPMENT & SCHOOL READINESS 

School Readiness 

Goal (Pathway) All children receive individualized instruction and support for optimal learning and 
development informed by child observation and assessment data. 

Related Element(s) CORE I.1 Child Observation and Assessment 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• CA Foundations and Frameworks  
• Preschool English Learner Guide 
• Desired Results Developmental Profile Assessment (DRDP) Tools  
• National Data Quality Campaign’s Framework 
• Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) 

Social-Emotional Development 

Goal (Pathway) Children receive support to develop healthy social and emotional concepts, skills, and 
strategies. 

Related Element(s) CORE I.2 Developmental and Health Screenings 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• CA CSEFEL Teaching Pyramid Overview and Tiers 1-4 (Modules 1-3) 
• CA Foundations and Frameworks - Social-Emotional Development   
• Ages and Stages Questionnaire – Social Emotional (ASQ-SE) 

Health, Nutrition, and Physical Activity 

Goal (Pathway) • Children receive support for optimal physical development, including health, nutrition, 
and physical activity. 

Related Element(s) • CORE I.1 Child Observation and Assessment and Core 1.2 Developmental and Health 
Screenings 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• CA Preschool Foundations and Frameworks– Health and Physical Development 
• Infant/Toddler Program Guidelines 
• CA Infant/Toddler Foundations and Frameworks-Perceptual/ Motor 
• USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program Guidelines  

CORE II: Teachers and Teaching 
Effective Teacher-Child Interactions 

Goal (Pathway) Teachers are prepared to implement effective interactions in the classroom. 
Related Element(s) CORE II.4  Effective Teacher-Child Interactions 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• Classroom Assessment and Scoring System (CLASS) for relevant age grouping 
• Program for Infant-Toddler Care (PITC) Program Assessment Rating Scale (PARS), as 

applicable and available    * No current source Web page for PARS 
 
 
 

1 This document accompanies the Hybrid Matrix as part of the Quality Continuum Framework. These are the tools 
and resources listed in the Federal application that the Consortia are required to include in their Quality 
Improvement plan. Data will be gathered regarding how these tools and resources are used by the Consortia. 
Optional companion tools will also be developed, including the Enhanced Pathways Continuum, Pathways 
Implementation Guide, and Additional Pathways Tools and Resources. 
 

1 
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/psenglearnersed2.pdf
http://desiredresults.us/index.htm
http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/
http://agesandstages.com/
http://www.cainclusion.org/teachingpyramid/trainingmodules.html
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
http://agesandstages.com/asq-products/asqse/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itguidelines.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/cddpublications.asp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Care/
http://www.teachstone.org/about-the-class/
http://www.pitc.org/pub/pitc_docs/home.csp
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2  Recommended 

Professional Development 

Goal (Pathway) Teachers are life-long learners. 
Related Element(s) Core II.3 Minimum Qualifications and Core II.4 Effective Teacher-Child Interactions 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• Common Core 82 
• Early Childhood Educator (ECE) Competencies   
• ECE Competencies Self-Assessment Tool 
• Professional Growth Plan 

CORE III: PROGRAM AND ENVIRONMENT 

Environment 

Goal (Pathway): The program indoor and outdoor environments support children’s learning and development. 
Related Element(s) CORE III.6 Program Environment Rating Scale(s) (ERS) 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• Environment Rating Scales (Harms, Clifford, Cryer):  
o Infant-Toddler Environment Rating Scale (ITERS),  
o Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS),  
o Family Child Care Environment Rating Scale (FCCERS) 

Program Administration 

Goal (Pathway): The program effectively supports children, teachers, and families. 
Related Element(s) All 

RTT-ELC Core Tool(s) & 
Resources 

• Business Administration Scale (Family Child Care) – (BAS)    
• Program Administration Scale (Centers) – (PAS)  
OR  
• Self-Assessment using the Office of Head Start (OHS) Monitoring Protocols and 

continuous improvement through a Program Improvement Plan (PIP) 
Family Engagement 

Goal (Pathway) Families receive family-centered, intentional supports framed by the Strengthening FamiliesTM 
Protective Factors to promote family resilience and optimal development of their children. 

Related Element(s) All (III.6 ERS Provision for Parents Indicator) 
RTT-ELC Core Tool(s)  & 

Resources  Strengthening FamiliesTM  Five Protective Factors Framework 
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http://www.childdevelopment.org/cs/cdtc/print/htdocs/services_cap.htm
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/ececomps.asp
http://ececompsat.org/
http://www.ersi.info/index.html
http://mccormickcenter.nl.edu/program-evaluation/business-administration-scale-bas/
http://mccormickcenter.nl.edu/program-evaluation/program-administration-scale-pas/
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/mr/monitoring
http://icfs.org/pdf/FiveProtectiveFactors.pdf
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